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[BACKGROUND]

▪ Northeast Ramapo Comprehensive 

Plan Amendment / GEIS: Adopted 

July 2022

▪ Comprehensive Plan Update for 

remaining unincorporated areas:  

Monsey, Hillcrest, and Western 

Ramapo

▪ Update of 2004 Town-wide 

Comprehensive Plan



[WHAT IS A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN?]
▪ A guide for the future of a community

▪ Broad in nature 

▪ Addresses Community-wide topics 

▪ A Document, maps, illustrations that: 

1. Describe and Evaluate the Current conditions

2. Identify and Evaluate desirable  Future conditions 

3. Determine a general Action Plan 

4. Describe how to Implement 

▪ Guided by NYS Town Law Article 16 §272-a



[COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE PROCESS]

▪ Existing Conditions Report – update

▪ Public Engagement 

▪ Vision & Goals

▪ Emerging Concepts

▪ Draft Comprehensive Plan / GEIS 

▪ SEQR Requirements 



[SEQR PROCESS REVIEW]
▪ SEQR is the State Environmental Quality Review Act (6 NYCRR 

Part 617)

▪ Intent is to BALANCE social, economic and environmental 

factors in the decision-making process

▪ A Town comprehensive plan or amendment is subject to SEQR 

(Town Law §272-a(8)

▪ A Town comprehensive plan can serve as or be 

accompanied by a Generic Environmental Impact Statement 

(GEIS)



[STEPS FOR COMPLETING A GEIS]

Classify the action and Designate Lead 
Agency

Fall 2025

Positive Declaration Requiring GEIS

Fall 2025



[STEPS FOR COMPLETING A GEIS]

Prepare Draft SEQR 
Scoping Document

Fall 2025

Conduct Public Scoping 
Session

Winter 2025

(January 07, 2026)

Adopt Final SEQR Scoping 
Document

Winter 2025

(January 29, 2026)



[STEPS FOR COMPLETING A GEIS]

Prepare Draft 
GEIS

Winter 2025-
Spring 2026

SEQR Public 
Hearing & Public 
Comment Period

Summer 2026 

Prepare Final 
GEIS (FGEIS)

TBD

Prepare SEQR 
Findings 

Statement

TBD
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[SUMMARY OF ENGAGEMENT TO-DATE ]
▪ Project Webpage 

▪ Public Open Houses (in-person) 

▪ February 27, 2025 

▪ March 23, 2026

▪ Community Survey – February to June 2025

▪ Pop-up Table @ Ramapo Safety Extravaganza – April 16, 2025

▪ Meeting-in-a-Box (multiple languages available)

▪ Land Use Boards Discussion 

▪ ZBA – May 07, 2026

▪ PB -  May 12, 2026

▪ Developer Round Table- January 06, 2026

▪ Stakeholder Meetings January 2025 through June 2026

▪ Staff workshop February 2026 & ongoing discussions



[REACHING THE PUBLIC]
▪ 200+ in-person contacts

▪ 60+ open house attendees

▪ 200+ Safety Extravaganza participants

▪ 109 online survey responses 

▪ 406 visitors to project webpage

▪ 20 stakeholder group meetings

▪ Local and regional partners 

▪ Neighborhood groups

▪ Development community



[COMMON THEMES FROM 
PUBLIC INPUT]

▪ Traffic, transportation, walkability 

▪ Housing and development 

▪ Infrastructure 

▪ Parks, recreation, and open space
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[What is a Vision Statement?]
▪ Establishes the direction of the community over 

the next five, ten, or twenty years 

▪ Forms the basis for the Comprehensive Plan and 
subsequent recommendations aim to achieve 
the established vision

▪ The following DRAFT vision was developed with 
input gathered from the public engagement and 
the Town



[ DRAFT Vision ]
The Monsey, Hillcrest, and Western Ramapo areas are a unique mix of 
rural, suburban, and emerging urban neighborhoods. Residents 
experience a high quality of life supported by diverse businesses, 
cultures, and character. Ramapo is ready for the future—with 
thoughtful, well-managed growth that supports compact, walkable 
neighborhoods where people can live, work, and play. Parks and 
recreational amenities will be expanded, and natural resources 
protected. A focus on attainable housing ensures that families of all 
types and at every stage of life can find a place to call home. Safe streets, 
reliable infrastructure, and accessible community services tie everything 
together. Rooted in family, faith, and connection, “Ramapo Ready” 
means everyone can thrive.



[Goal Topic Areas]
▪ Housing

▪ Transportation

▪ Infrastructure 

▪ Sustainable Development 

▪ Parks and Recreation

▪ Natural Resources and Environmental 

Health



[Draft Goal: Housing]
Expand housing options by reducing regulatory barriers and 
encouraging a diverse range of housing types and price points that are 
attainable for individuals and families of all kinds, at every stage of life.

Emerging Concepts:

▪ Maintain and protect character of neighborhoods.

▪ Require adequate parking and the installation and maintenance of vegetative 

buffers.

▪ Increase residential densities permitted by-right in appropriate areas.



[Draft Goal: Transportation]
Promote a Complete Streets network that improves safety and 
accessibility for all users, with a particular focus on increasing 
pedestrian access and connectivity while minimizing the impacts of 
traffic congestion to protect quality of life.

Emerging Concepts:

▪ Adopt and implement complete streets principles in transportation Planning 

▪ Implement improvements based on the Townwide Traffic Study (2023 )and  the Safe Streets 

Comprehensive Action Plan (2026)

▪ Continued targeted investment



[Draft Goal: Infrastructure]
Make strategic investments in water, sewer, and stormwater systems in 
already developed areas, and encourage future development with 
existing infrastructure capacity to support long-term growth and 
environmental health. 

Emerging Concepts:

▪ Prioritize strategic investment in water, sewer and stormwater infrastructure 

▪ Promote green infrastructure

▪ Coordinate with water service provider 



[Draft Goal: Sustainable Growth]
Promote well-managed, inclusive growth that supports long-term community 
resilience by encouraging development patterns that preserve community cohesion 
and align with available infrastructure capacity. Growth should enhance quality of 
life while minimizing impacts on essential services and supporting equitable access 
to housing, transportation options, and opportunity. 

Emerging Concepts:
▪ Guide new development and redevelopment to locations where adequate public facilities and 

services, such as transportation, utilities, schools, and emergency services can efficiently 
support additional growth

▪ Facilitate the development of centralized neighborhood nodes

▪ Incorporate sustainable design and construction practices



[Draft Goal: Parks and Recreation]
Enhance and expand access to well-maintained, small-scale recreation and public 
spaces (i.e. playgrounds and pocket parks). Provide neighborhood-based recreation 
and leisure opportunities that support active lifestyles for all residents of all ages and 
abilities and strengthen  community cohesion.

Emerging Concepts:

▪ Enhance and expand access to well-maintained, small-scale recreational and public spaces, 

including playgrounds, pocket parks, and neighborhood gathering areas.

▪ Require play areas and open space

▪ Develop a centralized indoor recreation and community center



[Draft Goal: Natural Resources & Environmental Health]

Balance development and protection of critical natural resources by 
encouraging land use patterns and site design that minimizes 
environmental impacts. 

Emerging Concepts:

▪ Promote land use and development patterns that balance responsible growth with 

the protection of natural resources 

▪ Implement strategies such as cluster development, conservation design, and the 

preservation of natural buffers
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[NEXT STEPS]
▪ Continued preparation of DGEIS/Comprehensive Plan

▪ Town Board as Lead Agency determines if 

DGEIS/Comprehensive Plan is adequate for public review 

(Notice of Completion)

▪ Public comment period (minimum 30 days)

▪ Town Board Public hearing

▪ Preparation of the FGEIS & response to public comment

▪ SEQRA Findings Statement  & adoption of the 

Comprehensive Plan



Thank you! 

More about this project can be found at 

www.Ramapo.org 

http://www.ramapo.org/
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